
Issue 
Future indoor tennis court provision 

Background 
The 2023 Active Live survey from Sports England shows a big rise in adult tennis 
participation in England.  The Met Office also predict wetter winters and more extreme 1

rainfall from now on.  Indoor tennis courts help encourage participation and grow the sport 2

all year round. 

The main types of indoor courts are: 
• Traditional indoor buildings 
• Air-supported structures 
• Framed fabric structures 

The LTA have carried out some modelling on target locations for indoor tennis centres. The 
LTA established the following key metrics: 

• A target location must demonstrate a minimum threshold population of 70,000 
within a 20 minute drive time of a target location. Of this population, at least 
12,500 must identify as having an interest in playing tennis. Please note this 
drive time extends to 30 minutes for rural areas. 

• Filtered for competition within the catchment in order to prioritise the addressing 
of indoor tennis provision gaps. 

The LTA identifies South Yorkshire (specifically Barnsley, Rotherham & Doncaster) as a 
target area for indoor tennis provision, based on this modelling.   3

Future expansion of indoor court provision could also help deliver Barnsley’s physical 
activity strategic plan.   This could align with ambition to improve health, well-being and 4

develop existing and future generations of young people in the borough, whilst also 
complementing wider regeneration plans. 

Considerations 
Indoor courts can be important for membership growth and retention, beneficial to growing 
and retaining coaching programmes and also a significant club income generator. 

There are, of course, many hurdles to overcome, not least: 
•  Funding, business model & overall financial viability 
•  Multiple agency partnership 
•  Planning 
•  Design and development 
•  Appetite for risk of the committee / club members 

Previous examples of projects that the LTA have been involved in are provided in Annex 1  

At previous AGMs, the committee has invited members to become more involved in the 
committee and specific projects. This proposal could be an opportunity for members to 
consider a specific issue objectively, collaboratively and transparently. A small working 
group is proposed. This group would report back to members at future annual general 
meetings (AGMs).  The proposed terms of reference can be found in Annex 2  



Members are, therefore, asked, at this AGM to: 

Note that Barnsley is within one of the LTA’s target locations for indoor tennis  
Commit to the long term vision of indoor courts for the club, if feasible  
Agree to exploring indoor court provision through a small working group  
Express any interest in being part of the proposed working group 
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Annex 2  

BLTC Indoor Working Group 
Draft Terms of Reference  

The BLTC Indoor Working Group is tasked by its members and the committee to complete an initial 
review of the viability of indoor tennis court provision for the future. 

The group will be comprised of up to 7 members of Barnsley Lawn Tennis Club. The group may 
invite external members, if deemed appropriate. One member must also sit on the BLTC 
committee to ensure effective liaison and oversight with the committee.  

The members will be: 

1) BLTC Committee Member 
2) BLTC Member  
3) BLTC Member 
4) BLTC Member 
5) BLTC Member 
6) BLTC Member 
7) BLTC Member 

External Members (if required) 

The scope of the working group will be: 

• To examine the feasibility of indoor courts in the future 
• To liaise with LTA and other bodies about possible indoor court provision 
• To investigate potential funding options 
• To obtain expert advice (with prior approval by the committee or members at the AGM)  
• To request quotations to gauge initial costs 
• To produce a business plan, if appropriate  

The working group will aim to issue its findings to the annual general meeting (AGM) in December 
2024 and at future meetings. 
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