know him as the sceretary
national Youlh Exchange C

in
of that year (his bride, Miss
Edna Thorber, came from his
native Colne, in Lancashire)
and spent the rest of the war
as an engineer withh the Alr
Ministry Works Directorate.

He left the Alr Ministry
in March, 1046, and from then
on was o spend his life in
local government.

Working In local govern.
ment was npot new to him,
for that was where he had
started Nhis career when he
was articled to the borough
englncer of home town Colne
in 153438,

DEPUTY

When he returned to the
Jocal government ficld it was
AS scenior engineering assist.
ant at Nelson, also in Lanca-
shire, staying there for six
1548 he was deputy borough
:hwn at Buxton, in Deroy-

He came 1w Neath In
September, 1948, as deputy
engineer 10 Neath
Councll under Mr

he Joined
imme.

Another great Interest has
been the Neath Borough

secretary
since its Inception In 1550 and
bas made a nuwmber of trips
o Continental towns on be-
half of the commitiee and, of
course, been responsible
locally for the visits made
here by parties of Continental
syouths,
But few know him as an
he wrote

bullt and

destroyed.”
In 1840 he joined HIMM.
Cuolonlal Service and that

oan
t Institution of

A man of many parts. He is known to
of people as the engincer to Neath Borough
Council. Others know him as a talented amateur actor
and producer. There are several Continental towns which

of the Nealh Borough Inter.
emmitice.

year went to Malaya as an
assistant cwm‘r“ o the

When war broke out in the
Far East in December. 1941,
Balley was drafted into
the Stralts Settlements
Volunteer Engineers, with the
rank of lieutenant. Me took
part in the retreat. escaped
from Singspore via Java and
Sumatra and ended up in
Australia,

THRILLING

club's . Mr. W,
Arthur Griffiths, sald this
week: “Mr. Balley has been
A tremendous asset to us He
has given us wonderful ser-
vice and we will certainly
miss him.™

HOUSES

Mr, Balley is a Fellow of
&n Institution of Municipal
gineers, and represents
South Wales on its national
council; a Frellow of the
Institution of Civil Engineers;
Associate member of the
Highway En.
;Innm and a Member of the

His period as borough en-
gineer of Neath has scen over
2000 houses built b

Counetl

?1.: of Neath Amateur Opern-

Mr. and Mrs. . who
live at Briton Ferry, ve o
son, aged 19, who was born in
‘Ne;sm. und a daughter, who
5 25,

Mr. Balley, who s 354,
starts his new Job at Barry
on January 1 next.

“ ol [ - PP

”r

from Neath Guardian 1970.
Reproduced with kind permission
from Media Wales



