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{,POLICY STATEMENT

The LTAisthe national governing body of tennis
in Britain and is responsible for governing and
developingtennis, fromgrassroots participation
throughto the professional game.

The ability of sport to help people be healthy,
learn new skills and experiences, achieve their
potential and inspire others, is reliant on
ensuring the safety, well-being and welfare of
everyoneinvolvedinoursport. Safeguarding
wihnthe LTA aims toleadtennis

in Britaintothe highest standard sothatitisa
safe, welcoming, and well-run sport. Through
the safeguarding strategy the LTA is
committed to developing and implementing the
highest safeguarding standards across tennis.
All childrenhave therightto be caredfor,
protected from harm and abuse, and this policy
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demonstrates our combined commitment to
ensuring all children can participate in atennis
environmentwhichis safe andenjoyable.

This policy isreviewed everythree years or
soonerifthere are changesinlegislation,
government guidance or as aresult of any other
significantchange orevent.



1. POLICY PRINCIPLES

¢* Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility
* The welfare of the child is paramount

¢ Allchildren, regardless of age, disability,
genderreassignment, race, religion or belief,
sex, or sexual orientation have an equal right
to protectionfromalltypes ofharmorabuse

¢ Safeguarding concerns are taken seriously,
responded to swiftly and appropriate support
providedto those involved

* The LTA and Woodthorpe Tennis Club are
committed to developing and
implementing the highest standards of
safeguarding across the sport and recognise
this is integral to delivering our vision of
tennisopenedup

* Westrivetocreateacultureand
environmentwhere everyone isempowered
to protect themselves and others and feel
abletoraiseconcerns

* We actively promote working together
toensureallchildrenandadults atrisk
are safeguarded

J, RESPONSIBILITY FOR
SAFEGUARDING

* The Welfare Officer and Club
Committee members have overall
accountability for this Policy and its
implementation
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® The Welfare Officer and Committee members

have the following responsibilities:

¢ raising safeguarding awareness and
promoting safer working practices through
the provision oftraining, campaigns,
policies and procedures

* developing,implementing and quality
assuring safeguarding standards within
our club

* respondingtoandinvestigating
safeguarding concerns in
conjuction with the LTA
Safeguarding Team

The Club Welfare Officer is responsible for
ensuring our club complieswith safeguarding
standards and acting as the first point of
contactforany safeguardingissueswithin
the club

Coaches, the Welfare Officer and

Committee members areresponsible for
upholding high standards of conductand
professionalisminaccordance withthe LTA
CodeofConduct

All club members and coaches are
responsible for raising safeguarding
concernsinaccordance withthe ‘Reporting a
safeguarding concern’ procedure (see
Appendix A and B).




4 SCOPE

ThisPolicyappliestoandbindsall Coaches
and Club members.

), POLICY AIMS

The purpose of this policy is to:

* Protect children (anyone under the age
of 18) fromharm

* Provide the necessary information to
enable cadesaddbmamastomeetar
safeguarding responsibilities

* Delivergood practice and high
safeguardingstandards

® Qutline our commitmentto
safeguarding children
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0, RECRUITMENT

Werequire Coaches, relevant volunteers and the
Welfare Officer  undergo Criminal Records
Checks through the Disclosure and Barring
Service (DBS) or Protecting Vulnerable Groups
(PVG) Scheme, and/orthe equivalent
Overseas Criminal Records Check before being
allowed to participate in the operational
running of the club.

1. TRAINING

All coaches and the Welfare Officer complete
training in line with their role every three years,
whichincludes details of our safeguarding
policy, proceduresandthe LTA Safeguarding
Team.




8. CODE OF CONDUCT

All Coachesandmembers areexpectedto always actin
the best interests of children and ensure that
their safety, welfare and well-being is the
primary consideration.

All Coaches and members mustadhere to their
respective behaviours as set out in the Club Code
of Conduct (available in the club house and on the
website)
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POSITIONS OF TRUST

Apersonaged 18 or older who holds a position
ofauthority orresponsibility overachildisin
a position of trust. Positions of trust are not
defined by aqualification orjob title, but by
referencetothe activity whichthe adultis
carryingoutinrelationtothe child, namely,
coaching,teaching, training,ad acting as a
volunteer on a regular basis. Awyaneina
position of trust must be aware of the power
imbalance theyholdoverchildrenandnot
usethisfor personal advantage or
gratification.

InJune 2022, the Sexual Offences Act 2003
was changed to extend the abuse of position

of trust offences to include where an adult is
coaching,teaching, training, supervising or
volunteering in relation toa

child under 18 years old within

sport settings. Thismeansthatunder the Sexual
OffencesAct2003,inEnglandand Walesitisa
criminal offenceforapersonina positionof
trusttohaveasexualorintimate relationship
with a child under 18 yearsold, even if the
relationshipisdeemed consensual. This means
thatany sexual activity, including online activity,
between someone inapositionoftrustanda
childunder18years oldwillbeformally
reportedasitmaybea criminal offence.






9, TYPES OF CHILD ABUSE

There are four main types of child abuse:

® Sexual
* Physical
®* Emotional

* Neglect

Detailed descriptions of these types of abuse,
alongwithotherformsofharm,canbefoundin
Appendix C.

10, INCREASED
VULNERABILITY TO ABUSE

Vulnerabilityisachangeable and contextual
state but may include children with a physical
disability ordiagnosed conditionsuchaslearning
difficulties or mental health conditions such as
severe anxiety ordepression. Childreninthese
groups may:

* Have smaller network of friends and peer
group to support and protect

* Requireintimate/physicaland orinvasive
medical carerequiredwhichcanallowabuse
to be hidden

® Have communication difficulties

* Belessabletoresistinappropriate orabusive
behaviour, either verbally or physically

* Bedependentonthe abuserfora service or
basic need

® Have medical conditions that are used to
explain injuries
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Personalcircumstancesaway fromtennissuch
as domestic violence, poverty, substance abuse,
homelessness and social exclusion may also have
animpact on vulnerability. In addition, children
fromLGBTQ+and/orBlack, Asianand Other
Minority Ethnic groups can:

* Besubjectedtobullying, emotional abuse
andphysicalabuse duetotheirsexual
orientation or gender identity

* Experienceracismandracistattitudes

* Engageincultural practices, which are
classedas abuse withinthe UK (e.g., honour-
based violence, female genital mutilation)

* Expecttobeignoredbypeopleinauthority
due to experience of institutionalised racism

® Be afraid of further abuse or racist abuse if
they challenge others

* Besubjectedto mythsbasedon
racial stereotyping

* Beusingorlearning Englishasasecond
language and therefore find it more difficult
to communicate

Elite child athletes may also be more vulnerable
toabusebecausetheymay:

* Have increased dependency on
coaching and other support staff for
funding, selection and progression

* Be segregated from protective factors such
astheir family and peer groups

* Feellessable toreportconcerning
behaviour due to a fear of impacting
their sporting development

* Beexposedtounhealthy culturesand
competitive performance ideologies,
where inappropriate practices may be
acceptedorevenencouragedunderthe
belieftheydeliversuccess

* Besubjectedtointense training and
pressure to play/succeed even when
injured and achieve unrealistic image,
bodyandweightexpectations



{1, LOW LEVEL CONCERNS

Alowlevel concern (which can also be known
as poor practice) is behaviour that falls short
of abuse towards a child and/or adult at risk
and does not meet the allegation threshold or
areferral to the Local Authority Designated
Officerbutwhich neverthelessharmsor
placesanadult atriskorchildatriskofharm
orhasanegative effect on their safety
and/or well-being.

An ‘allegation’ means that it is alleged that
a person who works with children or adults
atriskhas:

* Behavedinawaythathasharmed or may
have harmedthem

* Possibly committed a criminal offence
against them

® Behavedtowards a child oradultatriskin a
way thatindicates they may pose a risk of
harmtothem

® Have behavedinawayintheir personal life
that raises safeguarding concerns. These
concernsdonothavetodirectlyrelatetoa
childoradultatriskbutcould, forexample,
includeanarrestforpossession ofaweapon

* Have, asaparentorcarer, become
subjectto child protection or adult
safeguarding procedures
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Alowlevelconcernisany concern—nomatter
how small, and even if no more than a ‘nagging
doubt’'—thatanadultmayhaveactedina
manner which:

® s not consistent with the Club Code of
Conduct and/or

* Relatestotheirconductoutside ofwork
which, evenifnotlinkedtoaparticularactor
omission, has caused a sense of unease about
thatadult’s suitability towork with children
or adults at risk

Lowlevelconcernsare notacceptable and
should be reported to the Club Welfare Officer
who will refer the matter ontothe LTA
Safeguarding Team. Itis critical that all low level
concerns are referred to the LTA. Having one
recipientofall such concerns should allow any
potential patterns of concerning, problematic
or inappropriate behaviour to be identified, and
ensure that no information is potentially lost.

Upon receipt by the LTA, low level concerns
will be triaged and managed through the LTA
Safeguarding Regulations, which form part of
the LTA Disciplinary Code available here:
www.lta.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/
governance-and-structure/rules-regulations

The LTAmay decide that the low level concern
issuitabletobe dealtwithbythe club directly,
inwhichcasethe LTAwillsupportuswith
managing the situation. If further information
comes to light which raises the level of
concern,the matter mustbereferredto

the LTA.



https://www.lta.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/governance-and-structure/rules-regulations/
https://www.lta.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/governance-and-structure/rules-regulations/
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RESPONDING TO
SAFEGUARDING
CONCERNS

Everyone has a responsibility to ensure
the safety and welfare of children and
totake appropriate steps toensure that
safeguarding concerns and allegations
ofabuseorpoorpracticearetaken
seriously and responded to quickly and
appropriately, even if it may not

have occurred recently.



12, RESPONDING TO A
SAFEGUARDING CONCERN

Uponbecomingaware ofasafeguarding
concern, Coaches and members mustfollowthe
‘Reporting a safeguarding concern’ procedure
(see Appendix Aand B). Itisadvisable to discuss
safeguarding concerns with parentsin the first
instance except where this may place a child, or
someone else, at increased risk. When unsure,
seekadvicefromthe Welfare OfficerorLTA
Safeguarding Team.

Itis not the responsibility of any Coach or
member to investigate any safeguarding
concern or allegation, nor determine whether
abuse orpoorpracticehastakenplace.

Once asafeguardingconcernorallegation
is reported to the LTA itwill betriaged
and managed throughtheLTA
Safeguarding Regulations, whichform
partofthe LTADisciplinary Code available
here. www.lta.org.uk/about-us/what- we-
do/governance-and-structure/
rules-regulations
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13, RESPONDING TO A
DISCLOSURE OF ABUSE

Ifachild disclosesthathe or she has been
abusedorisatriskofabuse:

Listen carefully and calmly to them

Reassure them that they have done the
rightthingandwhatthey havetoldyouis
very important

Avoid questioning where possible, and never
ask leading questions

Do not promise confidentiality. Letthem
knowthatyouwillneedto speaktothe
Welfare Officer/LTA Safeguarding Team
becauseitisintheirbestinterest. Ifyou
intend to speak to the police or social care,
youshouldletthemknowthistoo

Reportthe safeguarding concern.Inan
emergency, callthe police (999), otherwise
talk to the Welfare Officer/LTA Safeguarding
Teamassoonaspossible. Donotseekto
investigate it yourself or let doubt/personal
biaspreventyoufromreportingthe
allegation

Record details of the disclosure as soon as
possible (but not during the disclosure) and
then submit the detailstothe LTAvia

safeguardingconcern.lta.org.uk

Ensure that the child’simmediate needs are
met and that the priority is their safety and
protection from further risk of harm

Itis advisable to discuss safeguarding
concerns with parents in the first instance
except where this may place a child, or
someone else, at increased risk. When
unsure, seek advice from the Welfare Officer
or LTA Safeguarding Team.



https://www.lta.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/governance-and-structure/rules-regulations/
https://www.lta.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/governance-and-structure/rules-regulations/
https://www.lta.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/governance-and-structure/rules-regulations/
https://www.lta.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/governance-and-structure/rules-regulations/
https://safeguardingconcern.lta.org.uk/
https://safeguardingconcern.lta.org.uk/

{4, CONFIDENTIALITY

All safeguarding concerns and allegations

will be dealt with confidentiality by the LTA
Safeguarding Teamonaneedtoknowbasis, not
only to maintain the privacy of the individuals
involved but also to ensure that evidence or

any investigation is not compromised. All
Coaches and members involved in a
safeguarding concern orallegation should
similarly ensure they maintain high levels of
confidentiality.

There may be circumstanceswhere anindividual
raising a safeguarding concern or allegation
does not wish to be named. Itis not possible
forthe LTAto assure anonymity, asin some
circumstancesindividuals willneedto be named
(forexample, where itis necessary in order to
carry outafair disciplinary process).

13, INFORMATION
SHARING AND RETENTION

Incertainsituations, the LTASafeguarding
Teammayberequiredtoshareinformation
with statutory agencies and other relevant
organisations where it is necessary and
proportionatetopreventormanagetheriskof
harmintennis orsporttochildren.

The LTA adheres tothe UK Government
information sharing advice for safeguarding
practitioners and the ‘7 Golden Rules’ of
information sharing:
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Rememberthatthe DataProtection
Act2018andhumanrightslawarenot
barriers to justified information sharing

but provide a framework to ensure that
personalinformationaboutliving individuals
is shared appropriately

Be open and honest with the individual (and/
ortheirfamily where appropriate) fromthe
outset about why, what, how and with whom
information will, or could be shared, and
seektheiragreement, unlessitis unsafe or
inappropriate to do so

Seek advice from other practitioners if

you are in any doubt about sharing the
information concerned, without disclosing
the identity of the individual where possible

Share with informed consent where
appropriate and, where possible, respect

th e wishes of those who do not consent to
share confidential information. You may still
share information without consent if, in your
judgement, there is good reason to do so,
such aswhere safety may be atrisk

Considersafetyandwell-being: Base
yourinformation sharing decisionson
considerations of the safety and well-being
ofthe individual and others who may be
affected by their actions

Necessary, proportionate, relevant, adequate,
accurate, timely and secure: Ensure that the
information you share is necessary for the
purpose for which you are sharing it, is shared
only with those individuals who need to have
it, is accurate and up-to-date, is shared in a
timelyfashion, andis shared securely

Keep arecord of your decision and the
reasonsforit—whetheritistoshare
informationornot. Ifyoudecidetoshare,
then record what you have shared, with
whom and for what purpose




Furtherdetails ofthe above guidance:
www.gov.uk/government/
publications/safeguarding-practitioners-
information-sharing-advice

Whensharing safeguardinginformation, we keep
adated record of:

® what has been shared

® withwhom, and

¢* forwhat purpose

All safeguarding related information is kept
securelyonLTAsystemsandinaccordance with
our retention and storage of information policy.

16, WHISTLEBLOWING

Whistleblowingiswhensomeonereports
wrongdoingonthe basisthatitisinthe public
interestforthe wrongdoing to be broughtto
light. Thiscaninclude:

® anorganisationwhichdoesn’'thaveclear
safeguarding procedures to follow

® concerns that aren’t dealt with properly or
may have been coveredup

® aconcernwasraised buthasn'tbeen
actedupon

* beingworriedthatrepercussionsare
likelyto ariseifraising a safeguarding
concernorallegation
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Thisappliestoincidentsthathappenedin
the past, are happening now, or may happen
inthe future.

Whistleblowers should contactthe Club
Welfare Officerinthefirstinstance. Ifthe
matter does not relate to a tennis venue,
they should contact the LTA Safeguarding
Team. Ifthe whistleblower does not wish to
speak to someone within the duborthe LTA
Safeguarding Team,the NSPCC
Whistleblowing advice line canbe
contacted on 0800 028 0285 or by
emailing help@nspcc.org.uk.

Safecallisanindependent, confidential and, if
required, anonymous reporting service provided
by the LTAif there are serious concerns
regarding any of the public interest areas below:

¢* Criminal offences, including fraud

* Failure to comply with a legal obligation

* Legalmiscarriage ofjustice

* Endangering someone’s health and safety
* Damage to the environment

® Covering up wrongdoing in any of the
above categories

IfaWhistleblowerfeels thatitis notappropriate
to contact the LTA Safeguarding Teamon
the grounds of one of the above areas,
they can contact Safecall via telephone on
08009151571. Callsare notrecorded.
Alternatively, a report can be made online:
www.safecall.co.uk/report


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-practitioners-information-sharing-advice
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-practitioners-information-sharing-advice
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-practitioners-information-sharing-advice
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
https://www.safecall.co.uk/report/
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APPENDIX A: REPORTING A SAFEGUARDING CONCERN THAT OCCURS WITHIN TENNIS

Safeguarding concerns (including low level concerns) arise about a child or a person who works with
children.

Speak to the Club Welfare Officer.

You should discuss the concerns with parents/carers except where this may place a child or others at risk.
LTA online concern form completed by Club Welfare Officer (or alternative if they are not available).
Concern may amount to Prohibited Conduct and requires further investigation by the LTA.

Referral to statutory agencies (if not already complete). LTA considers a suspension from tennis activity
gnd n(_)tify_ing relevant parties. Consultation with statutory agencies to share information and agree
investigative strategy.

Outcome of statutory agency investigations (e.g. no further action, criminal prosecution) is reached.

LTA investigation undertaken.

Subiject is not charged with Prohibited Conduct.

Subject is charged with Prohibited Conduct and given opportunity to admit/deny charges and the proposed
measures.

Subject denies charges and/or the proposed measures.

No further action taken but record kept Subject admits charges and proposed measures. for intelligence
purposes.

Referral to Safeguarding Tribunal for determination of risk and sanctions where applicable
(i.e. supervision, training, permanent ban).

Decision provided with appeal window of 28 days

Decision by Appeal Tribunal.

Appeal lodged.

Contacts: Club Welfare Officer. Sheila Downey 07341 387686

LTA Lead Safeguarding Officer:David Humphrey (contactable via online concern form) LTA online concern
form: safeguardingconcern.lta.org.uk NSPCC: 0808 800 5000

LA Safeguarding Team; daytime 0300 500 80 90, evenings/weekends 0300 456 4546

Emergency Services: 999 Concern does not constitute Prohibited Conduct.
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APPENDIX B: REPORTING A SAFEGUARDING CONCERN THAT HAPPENS OUTSIDE OF TENNIS*

Concerns about a child (including a person who works with them).

If the Club Welfare Officer is not available, or they are implicated, please contact the LTA Safeguarding
Team via the LTA online concern form or call 999 if it's an emergency. If you need advice outside of
business hours, and it is not an emergency, you can contact the NSPCC. LTA work with Club Welfare
Officer and others as required to provide support and advice Is a crime happening or been committed, or is
the child in immediate danger or need immediate medical attention? You should discuss the concerns with
parents/carers except where this may place a child or others at risk. Inform the Club Welfare Officer of the
concern. LTA online concern form completed by Club Welfare Officer (or alternative if they are not
available). Club Welfare Officer makes referral to the LA safeguarding team and/or local police.

Contacts: Club Welfare Officer. Sheila Downey 07341 387686

LTA Lead Safeguarding Officer: David Humphrey (contactable via online concern form) LTA online
concern form: safeguardingconcern.lta.org.uk NSPCC: 0808 800 5000

LA Safeguarding Team; daytime 0300 500 80 90, evenings/weekends 0300 456 4546

Emergency Services: 999 Concern does not constitute Prohibited Conduct.



APPENDIX C: DEFINITIONS

Adult at risk:

InEngland, anindividual aged 18 years
and over who:

a) hasneedsforcareandsupport (whether
or notthelocal authority ismeeting any
of those needs) AND;

b) isexperiencing, or atrisk of, abuse or
neglect, AND;
¢) asaresultofthose care and support needs is

unableto protectthemselvesfromeitherthe
risk of, or the experience of abuse or neglect.

InScotland,anindividualaged 16 years
and over who:

a) isunableto safeguardtheirownwell-being,
property, rights or other interests,

b) isatrisk of harm, AND;

¢) becausethey are affected by disability,
mental disorder, illness or physical or mental
infirmity, is more vulnerable to being harmed
than adults who are not so affected.

InWales, anindividual aged 18 years
and over who:

a) isexperiencing orisatrisk of abuse or
neglect, AND;

b) hasneeds for care and support (whether or
notthe authorityis meeting any ofthose
needs)AND;

¢) asaresultofthose needsis unable to protect

himself or herselfagainstthe abuse or
neglectortherisk
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Child:apersonundertheageof 18years.
Adult: a person aged 18 years or older

Parent: birth parents, legal guardians and other
adultswho are ina parenting role.

Participant:anyone participating orseeking
to participate intennis in any way whatsoever
whether directly or indirectly. The LTA
Disciplinary Code available here:
www.lta.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/
governance-and-structure/rules-regulations
containsthefulldefinition

Safeguarding: the action taken to promote the
welfare of childrenand protectthemfromharm.
Thismeans protecting childrenfrom abuse and
maltreatment, preventing harm to their health
ordevelopment, ensuring they grow up with

the provision of safe and effective care and
taking action to enable all children to have

the best outcomes.

Child protection: the processes undertaken
to protect children who have been identified
as suffering or being at risk of suffering
significantharm.

Prohibited conduct: engage, or attempt or
threatentoengage,inconductthatdirectly

or indirectly harms the physical and/or mental
welfareand/orsafety ofone ormorechild
oradultatrisk; orpose arisk of harmtothe
physical and/or mental welfare and/or safety of
one ormore childoradultatrisk.


https://www.lta.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/governance-and-structure/rules-regulations/
https://www.lta.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/governance-and-structure/rules-regulations/
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APPENDIX C: DEFINITIONS (CONTINUED)

Abuse: Child abuse happens when a person
harmsa child. Children may be abused by:

* familymembers

® friends

* people working orvolunteeringin
organisational or community settings

* peopletheyknow

® strangers

Indicators of abuse: There are many signs
and indicators that may suggesta childis

beingabusedorneglected. The NSPCChasa
comprehensive list of the types of abuse and

theirindicators at: www.nspcc.org.uk/

what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse
Examples of signs and symptoms include
but are not limited to:

® Unexplained change in behaviour
® Unexplained bruises or injuries
* Missingbelongingsormoney

* Child is not attending/no longer enjoying
their sessions

¢ Changesinweight

* Truancy

® Sexually explicit knowledge or behaviour
® Being withdrawn

* Genital pain, stomach pains,
discomfort, pregnancy, incontinence,
urinaryinfections, STDs.

* Dirty, ill-fitting clothes or a lack of
appropriate clothing for the weather

* Self-harm.

¢ Afearofaparticulargroupofpeople
or individual.

* Lackoffriends
* Lack orgrowth or development

® | ow self-esteem

Neglect: Ongoingfailuretomeetthe basic
needs of children. Neglect may involve failing
to provide adequate food or shelter including
exclusion from home or abandonment, failing
to protect them from physical and emotional
harm or danger or failing to ensure access to
appropriate medical care or treatment. It may
alsoinclude neglectof, orunresponsivenessto,
basic emotional needs.

Emotional abuse: Any act or other treatment
whichis persistentand may cause emotional
damage and undermine a child’s sense of
well-being. Thisincludes persistent criticism,
denigration or putting unrealistic expectations
onchildren,isolation, verbalassault, humiliation,
blaming, controlling, intimidation or use

of threats.

Physical abuse: Physical abuse happens when

a childisdeliberately hurt, causing physical
harm. It can involve hitting, kicking, shaking,
throwing, poisoning, burning or suffocating. It's
alsophysicalabuseifaparentorcarermakesup
or causesthe symptoms ofillnessin children.
Forexample, they may give them medicine they
don’tneed, making them unwell. Thisis known
asfabricated orinduced illness (Fl).



https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/
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APPENDIX C: DEFINITIONS (CONTINUED)

Sexual abuse: Any actwhich involves forcing or
enticing a child to take part in sexual activities.
Itdoesn’tnecessarily involve violence and the
child may not be aware that what is happening
is abuse. The activities may involve physical
contact, including assault by penetration (for
example, rape or oral sex) or non-penetrative
acts such as masturbation, kissing, rubbing and
touching outside of clothing.

They may also include non-contact activities,
such as involving childrenin looking at, or in the
production of, sexual images, watching sexual
activities, encouraging childrento behave in
sexuallyinappropriate ways, orgrooming achild
inpreparationforabuse. Sexualabuse cantake
place online, and technology can be usedto
facilitate offline abuse. Sexual abuseisnotsolely
perpetrated by adult males. Women canalso
commitactsof sexualabuse, ascan

other children.

Abusers may threaten to send sexually explicit
images, video or copies of sexual conversations
to the child’s friends and family unless they take
partin other sexual activity. Images or videos
may continue to be shared long after the abuse
has stopped.

Grooming: The process of developing a
relationshipwith andthetrust ofachild, their
family, and any other adults around the child,
to commit sexual abuse or exploitation against
them. Grooming can happen both online and
in person.

Child sexual exploitation: A form of child sexual
abuse. Itoccurs where anindividual or groups of
people take advantage ofanimbalance of power
to coerce, manipulate or deceive a child into
sexual activity in exchange for something the
victim needs or wants and/or for the financial
advantage orincreased status of the perpetrator
orfacilitator. The victim may have been sexually
exploited evenifthe sexual activity appears
consensual. Child sexual exploitation can also
take place through the use of technology.

Harmful sexual behaviour: Harmful

sexual behaviour (HSB) is developmentally
inappropriate sexual behaviour which is displayed
by children and which may be harmful or
abusive. Itmayalso be referred to as sexually
harmful behaviour or sexualised behaviour.

HSBencompassesarange ofbehaviour,which
canbedisplayedtowardsyoungerchildren,
peers,olderchildrenoradults. Itisharmfulto
the childrenwho display it, as well asthe people
itis directed towards.

HSB can include:

¢ using sexually explicit words and phrases
* inappropriate touching

* usingsexualviolenceorthreats

¢ sexual activity with other children or adults

Sexual behaviour between children is considered
harmfulif one ofthe childrenis mucholder

— particularlyifthereismorethantwoyears’
differenceinage orifone ofthe childrenis
pre-pubescent and the other isn’'t. However,
ayounger child canabuse anolderchild,
particularlyifthey have poweroverthem-—
forexample, if the older child is disabled
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Bullying: Repeated behaviour intended to
intimidate or upset a child and/or make them
feel uncomfortable or unsafe, for example,
name calling, exclusionorisolation, spreading
rumours, embarrassing someone in public or
infrontoftheirpeers, threateningtocause
harm, physically hurting someone ordamaging
their possessions.

Cyberbullying: The use of technology to harass,
threaten, embarrass, humiliate, spread rumours
or target another child.

Child trafficking: Childtraffickinginvolves
recruiting and moving children who are then
exploited. Many children are trafficked into
the UK from overseas, but children can also be
trafficked from one part of the UK to another.
Children may be trafficked for child sexual
exploitation, benefit fraud, forced marriage,
domestic servitude, forced labour, criminal
exploitation and more.

County lines: The organised criminal distribution
of drugs by gangs from the big cities into smaller
townsandruralareasusingchildren. Gangs
recruit children through deception, intimidation,
violence, debtbondage and/orgrooming.
County line gangs pose a significant threat to
childrenuponwhomtheyrely ontoconduct
and/or facilitate such criminality.

Discriminatory abuse: Abuse or bullying
because of discrimination occurs when
motivated by a prejudice against certain people
orgroupsof people. This may be because ofan
individual’s ethnic origin, colour, nationality,
race, religion or belief, gender, gender
reassignment, sexualorientation or disability.
Actions may include unfair orless favourable
treatment, culturally insensitive comments,
insults and ‘banter’.

Domestic abuse: Domestic abuse is any type
of controlling, coercive, threatening behaviour,
violence orabuse between people whoare, or
who have been in a relationship, regardless

of gender or sexuality. It can include physical,
sexual, psychological, emotional or

financial abuse.

Exposuretodomesticabuseischildabuse.
Children can be directly involved in incidents

of domestic abuse or they may be harmed by
seeingorhearingabuse happening. Childrenin
homeswherethereisdomesticabuse arealso at
risk of other types of abuse or neglect.

Female genital mutilation: Female genital
mutilation (FGM) is the partial or totalremoval
of external female genitalia for non-medical
reasons. It's also known as female circumcision
orcutting. TheageatwhichFGMiscarried
outvaries. ltmaybe carriedoutwhenachildis
new-born, during childhood oradolescence, just
before marriage orduring pregnancy. There are
no medical reasons to carry out FGM.
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Hazing: Rituals, initiation activities, actions or
situations that occur with or without consent,
which recklessly, intentionally or unintentionally
endangerthe physical oremotional well-being
of vulnerable groups.

Honour-Based Violence: Honour-Based
Violence (HBV)encompasses crimeswhich
have beencommittedto protectordefendthe
honour of the family and/orthe community,
including Female Genital Mutilation (FGM),
forcedmarriage,andpracticessuchasbreast
ironing. Allformsof HBV areabuse.

Infatuations: Childrenmaydevelopan
infatuation with a person who works with them.
Suchsituations should be handled sensitively to
maintain the dignity and safety of all concerned.
People who work with children should be aware,
thatin such circumstances, there is a high risk
that words or actions may be misinterpreted and
thatallegations could be made againstthem.
These people should therefore ensure that their
own behaviour is above reproach. Situations
where achildisinfatuated should be raised
atthe earliestopportunity with the Welfare
Officerand LTASafeguarding Team.

Peer-on-peer abuse: Children can be taken
advantage of or harmed by their peers. Peer-
on-peerabuseisanyformofphysical, sexual,
emotional and financial abuse, and coercive
control, exercised betweenindividuals and within
relationships (both intimate and nonintimate).

Radicalisation: The process by which a person
comes to support terrorism and forms of
extremism leading to terrorism. Anybody
fromanybackground canbecomeradicalised.
The grooming of children for the purposes of
involvementin extremist activity is a serious
safeguarding issue.
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Ourapproachto safeguarding is based on the principles recognised within UK legislation as well as
Government guidance. These include:

® Age of Legal Capacity Act 1991 (Scotland) ® Criminal Procedure Act 1995 (Scotland)

¢* Keeping Children Safe in Education 2022 ¢ Sexual Offences (Amendments) Act2000
¢ CareAct2014 * DataProtection Act 1998

* Police Act 1997 * Sexual Offences Act 2009 (Scotland)

* ChildrenAct1989 * Disclosure Act2020 (Scotland)

* ProtectionfromAbuse Act2001 (Scotland) * Sexual OffencesAct2003

¢® Children Act 1995 (Scotland) * EqualitiesAct2010

* Protection of Children Act 1999 ¢® Social Services and Well-being

* Children Act2004 Act2014(Wales)

* ProtectionofChildrenand Prevention of ’ Eﬂmgﬁagigcﬁtgvf;;gn on

Sexual Offences Act 2005 (Scotland)

¢® Children (Equal Protection from Assault)
Act 2019 (Scotland)

® Protectionof FreedomsAct2012

¢ Children and Social Work Act 2017 ’ gg?ﬁg l;lfa:ﬂgr&sh(ﬁgrlvg%ngtiononthe

Getting It Right For Every Child
(GIRFEC) (Scotland)

Wales Safeguarding Procedures

* The Age of Criminal Responsibility
Act 2019 (Scotland)

* General Data Protection Regulations 2018

* Protection of Vulnerable Groups .
Act 2007 (Scotland)

® Childrenand Young People o
Act2014(Scotland)

. )
® Rehabilitationof Offenders Act1974 HumanRights Act1998

* Working Together to Safeguard Children
2018 (revised 2020)

* Information Sharing Advice for Safeguarding
Practitioners 2018

¢ Commissioner for Children and Young
People Act2003 (Scotland)

¢ Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006

The LTAalso hasanumber of related policies and procedures in place thatgovern our activities
and the game of tennis which can be found here: www.lIta.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/governance-
and-structure/rules-regulations

/


https://www.lta.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/governance-and-structure/rules-regulations/
https://www.lta.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/governance-and-structure/rules-regulations/
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Alcoholics Anonymous
Freehelplineforalcoholissues.
08009177650
help@aamail.org
www.alcoholicsanonymous.org.uk

Anger Management

British Association of

Anger Management (BAAM)
08451300286

www.angermanage.co.uk

Beat

Provides supportonall

aspects of eating disorders.

0808 801 0677 (over18s)
help@beateatingdisorders.org.uk

Bipolar UK

Supportto enable people affected by bipolar
disorder/manic depression to take control of
theirlives.

03333233880

info@bipolaruk.org

www.bipolaruk.org.uk

ChildLine
ChildLinehelpsanyoneunder19inthe UK
with anyissue they are going through.
08001111 or you can email or live chat at:
www.childline.org.uk/about/about-childline

Galop

Emotional and practical support for LGBT
people experiencing domestic violence.
0800 999 5428

help@galop.org.uk

Men’s Advice Line

Information, supportand advice

tomen experiencing domestic violence,
offered by Respect.

08088010327
info@mensadviceline.org.uk

Mind

Information, advice, guidance and support
for people with mental health problems.
0300123 3393

info@mind.org.uk

National Domestic Violence Helpline
Runin partnership between
Women’s Aid & Refuge.
08082000247

NAPAC

The National Association for People Abused in
Childhood (NAPAC) offers supportto adult
survivors of alltypes of childhood abuse.
08088010331

napac.org.uk

NSPCC

The NSPCC can support with any concerns
abouta child’s safety or well-being.

0808 800 5000

help@nspcc.org.uk



mailto:help@aamail.org
http://www.alcoholicsanonymous.org.uk/
http://www.angermanage.co.uk/
mailto:help@beateatingdisorders.org.uk
mailto:info@bipolaruk.org
http://www.bipolaruk.org.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/about/about-childline/
mailto:help@galop.org.uk
mailto:info@mensadviceline.org.uk
mailto:info@mind.org.uk
https://napac.org.uk/
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
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Onein four

Specialising in working with survivors of
childhood sexual abuse and sexual violence.
Offers long-term 1-1 therapy.
02086972112

admin@oneinfour.org.uk
www.oneinfour.org.uk

Relate
Counselling and relationship education for

couples. Live chat line service is also available.

03001001234
www.relate.org.uk

Samaritans

Call116123 forfree—Whateveryou’re going
through, a Samaritan will face it with you.
www.samaritans.org

Sane

Dealswith allaspects of mentalillnessincluding

depression, schizophrenia and anxiety.
0845 767 8000
www.sane.org.uk

The Survivors Trust

The Survivors Trustis the largestumbrella
agency for specialist rape and sexual abuse
servicesinthe UK

01788 550554

www.thesurvivorstrust.org

Talk to Frank

National organisation providingadvice
regarding drugs and substance abuse.
On-linelive chatserviceis also
available. 0300123 6600
www.talktofrank.com


mailto:admin@oneinfour.org.uk
http://www.oneinfour.org.uk/
http://www.relate.org.uk/
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